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Statutory Proposal to remove the Language Facility Additionally Resourced Provision 
at Churchfields Infants’ School 

 
Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, 
as amended by the Education Act 2011, and the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations 
to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2013 that the London Borough of Redbridge 
intends to make a prescribed alteration to Churchfields Infants’ School, Churchfields, South 
Woodford, E18 2RB, with effect from 1 September 2022. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Name and address of Local Authority publishing the proposal: 
 

London Borough of Redbridge, Lynton House, 255-259 High Road, Ilford IG1 1NN 
 
Name, address and category of school that is the subject of the proposal: 
 

Churchfields Infants’ School (Community), Churchfields, South Woodford E18 2RB 
 
Contact details during statutory representation period: 
 

This is a four-week consultation, which begins on Monday 10 January 2022 and 
concludes at midday on Monday 7 February 2022. Any person may object to or make 
comments on the proposals by sending representations to:  

 
SEND Commissioning, London Borough of Redbridge, 9th Floor, Lynton House, 255-
259 High Road, Ilford IG1 1NN 
 
Email: send.commissioning@redbridge.gov.uk 

 
Web: https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/ 
 
A public consultation event will be held at Churchfields Infants’ School at 18:00 on 
Wednesday 26 January 2022. All interested parties are welcome to attend this event, 
where presentations by London Borough of Redbridge staff will be followed by the 
opportunity to ask questions and/or provide direct feedback. 

 
Description of alteration and associated pattern of demand 
 
The London Borough of Redbridge is proposing to remove a Language Facility Additionally 
Resourced Provision (ARP) at the nursery element of Churchfields Infants’ School. This 

Children’s Services 
Lynton House, 
255-259 High Road, Ilford 
Essex, IG1 1NN 



facility has previously provided 16 part-time places across Nursery 1 to Nursery 2, for 
children with moderate to severe Specific Language Impairment (SLI). However, no children 
have attended this facility since September 2020. All children previously attending the facility 
have successfully transitioned to mainstream school settings and are receiving appropriate 
support within this setting. 
 
This proposal has been formed in response to changing pattern of demand for Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) places in the local area. Since the introduction of 
the Children and Families Act 2014, the number of Redbridge resident pupils with a 
Statement or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) has risen by over 40%, broadly in 
line with the national average. This rising demand, together with the attendant budgetary 
pressures, has generated the need for a reconsideration of how Redbridge best caters for 
the needs of its SEND population, resulting in Redbridge delivering its High Needs Review in 
2018. A key recommendation of the Review was a greater emphasis on children being 
provided for in their local mainstream setting. Since September 2021, the London Borough 
of Redbridge has provided its own Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT) service. As a 
consequence, it is envisaged that a broader spectrum of demand can now be more 
effectively accommodated, in a more cost-effective manner, by supporting children in their 
local early years provision, rather than in the Churchfields Nursery ARP. In this respect, it is 
worth noting that the aspiration to provide for SEND pupils in their local mainstream settings 
was a principle that generated particularly strong support from parents, when consultation on 
the Review’s proposals was undertaken in July 2018. 
 
Objectives:  
 
The proposed removal of the Language Facility ARP at Churchfields Infants’ School has the 
following objectives at its core: 

1. To broaden the Local Offer by replacing this provision with a dual offer of dedicated 
specialist places, at Hatchside Free School, complemented by greater support via 
the SaLT service for children with SLI to access their local mainstream Early Years 
provision, where appropriate. 

2. To promote parental preference, which (as set out above) clearly supports provision 
for children with SEND in their local mainstream settings. 

3. To provide a more cost-effective model, whereby children who may not require an 
EHCP can be effectively accommodated at their local mainstream provision, rather 
than having to access costly, less accessible specialist provision. 

 
Effect on other Educational Institutions 
 
As mentioned above, it is anticipated that the need type previously accommodated at 
Churchfields’ Language Facility will be provided for via the Redbridge SaLT service and 
support within children’s local mainstream Early Years setting. The revenue stream that 
would otherwise be allocated to the Churchfields Language Facility would then be redirected 
to providing these mainstream settings with specialist support to enable the delivery of a 
pedagogic approach appropriate to the needs of particular children. 
 
Project Costs  
 
It is not anticipated that there will be any capital costs associated with the closure of the 
Language Facility. 
 
The wider proposals support long-term value for money, by providing a broader range of 
appropriately resourced, local SEND provision within the Borough’s mainstream Early Years 
settings, which is anticipated to be more cost-effective than the previous arrangements, 
which amounted to approximately £178,000 per annum. 



 
Implementation Plan  
 
The London Borough of Redbridge has complied with all applicable statutory requirements in 
connection with this proposal. At the conclusion of the Notice period, if permission is granted 
by the Cabinet, the London Borough of Redbridge will implement the proposal. 
 
If approved, the plan is to formally cease to maintain the Churchfields Language Facility 
ARP from 1 September 2022 and no further admissions will be possible after this point. As 
the facility does not presently have any children on roll, this will not displace any existing 
pupils. 
 
Publication Date: 10 January 2022 


