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The opening date for Hatchside School is April 2021. As part of the pre-
opening process, the law requires us to consult with the local community and 
other interested parties on our plans for the school. This process is known as 

the section 10 Consultation (Section 10 of the Academies Act) 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Formal Statutory Consultation (Section 10) 
 
For Hatchside School – The New Redbridge Commissioned Special Free School:  
 
The DfE, LBR and Astrum Multi Academy Trust are in the pre-opening phase of a New Local Authority 
Commissioned Special Free School. Hatchside School will provide both permanent and assessment 
places for pupils in EY and KS1 with a range of SLCN (Speech, Language, and Communication Needs), 
SEMH (Social, Emotional, and Mental Health), Cognition and Learning and Communication and 
Interaction needs. 
The present Redbridge special schools are at full capacity and LBR identified a short fall of at least 100 
places over the next 6 years.  Hatchside School will help to meet the pressure of the current situation 
along with the ever-increasing pressure for appropriate assessments for young children. Many of 
these pupils are currently in mainstream nurseries or schools and require this specialised 
environment for their assessment to take place in the most appropriate way with a multi professional 
approach consisting of Health, Therapy and Educational professionals.  
Pupils will have a fully individualised programme and support to optimise their learning opportunities 
across the school within an environment providing for a continuous provision. The specialist rooms 
include, a soft play room, sensory/immersive room and Therapy bases. 
  
Hatchside School will be working very closely with all the Redbridge Special and mainstream schools 
to support pupils moving into their local mainstream school where appropriate or the most 
appropriate specialist provision identified during the assessments and for some this will be at the end 
of Key Stage 1 for their key stage transition to support them in their future provision. Part of the 
school’s role is to support the identified provision to provide a suitable environment and to 
implement the strategies that have proven successful for each individual pupil to ensure the 
transition is a success.  The close working relationship that the Trust has with all the Redbridge 
Schools will ensure that this is successful and support is maximised for all the pupils.  
 
Astrum Multi Academy Trust, were appointed as the preferred choice to develop the school in 2018 
along with the Local Authority and the Department for Education so we can share our expertise and 
outstanding educational opportunities with the new school which is a 5-minute drive from the Trust 
Base at Newbridge School in Chadwell Heath. 
  
Hatchside School is being built in Aldborough Road North and the planning of the schools building has 
been undertaken by the DfE along with the full input from the Astrum Senior staff to ensure the 
building will fully reflect the needs of the proposed pupils’ cohorts ensuring that the highest possible 
standards are maintained.  It will support the continuous provision approach that the Trust is taking 
for the education of the pupils who will be attending. It has specialist facilities e.g. a soft play room, 



 
 

 
 

immersive sensory environment, creative arts studio and specialist Therapy bases which will all 
support the wider assessment processes that the pupils will benefit from.  The Local Authority has a 
clear view of the proposed pupil cohort and is working closely with the Trust on this to ensure that 
the pupils are ready to start to attend in April 2021.   
 
Astrum MAT’s currently open special school, Newbridge School, has been rated Outstanding by 
Ofsted for over 10 years and as such Astrum Trust through the addition of Hatchside School will 
continue to provide more pupils with a high-quality education which meets the needs of every pupil 
whose wide ranging, complex and multiple needs make them the most vulnerable. We are innovative 
and already share our excellent practice with the wider education community. This year Newbridge 
School is a finalist in the Nursery World Awards for the ‘Early Years in School Award’ for its lower 
school early years provision.  
 
Hatchside School joining Newbridge School, the Trusts existing Outstanding school, will give the Trust 
the opportunity to further support the Local Authority to achieve outstanding progress for a higher 
number of pupils with SEN across Redbridge. It is part of Astrum’s vision and development to support 
further the education of a wider group of pupils in LBR. Astrum Multi Academy Trust has a highly 
trained and experienced workforce with staff who will work across the Trust and have appointed a 
highly qualified and skilled Head of School for Hatchside School.  
  
The early identification and intervention of SEND makes a vital difference to pupils and their families. 
The impact of the proposed school and the assessment focus for pupils in EY and at KS1 will be crucial 
and Hatchside School will build on our collaborative working with a range of partners, e.g. 
parents/carers and families, NHS, Social Care, voluntary sector organisations to ensure the best 
possible outcome for each pupil. 
  
Astrum MAT has strong links within both education and across the wider community. We know and 
are a fully part of Redbridge, its schools and community. We are confident we will provide the 
highest quality education for vulnerable pupils at an incredibly important time and that our open, 
inclusive, welcoming ethos will ensure their well-being.  
 
Support for Astrum MAT will support to enable us to work with our partners in Redbridge and we 
welcome you to give us your comments and thoughts about the following: 
 

• Do you feel there is a need for this additional SEND School in Redbridge? 
 

• ‘Do you think Astrum Multi Academy Trust should enter into a funding agreement with the 
Secretary of State to open and run Hatchside School?’ 
 

• Do you agree with the overarching vision for the school? 
 



 
 

 
 

• Do you have any further comments you would like to make about our plans?  
 

      
I hope you are able to support our application and support our vision to expand the opportunities for 
Redbridge Pupils with additional needs.  
 
Further information and photos are available at both the Trust Website – www.astrum-mat.org and 
the Hatchside School Website -  www.hatchside-school.org  
 
We welcome your responses and comments to this consultation at     consultation@astrum-mat.org 
or you can write to the Trust at:   
 
Astrum Multi Academy Trust 
c/o Newbridge School 
161 Gresham Drive 
Chadwell Heath  
RM6 4TR  
 
Many Thanks for taking the time to be part of the consultation and we look forward to hearing your 
comments. A review of these will be published on the Trust website and the Hatchside Website by 
the end of December 2020.  
 

  
 
Louise Parr 
CEO Astrum MAT and  
Executive Headteacher Newbridge School 
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