
Frequently Asked Questions 
The Proposed Move of the Constance Bridgeman Centre to Loxford Youth Centre 
 
Background on Constance Bridgeman Centre and Pupil Referral Units  
 
Q. What is the Constance Bridgeman Centre? 
A. The Constance Bridgeman Centre (CBC) is a Pupil Referral Unit. 
 
Q. What is a Pupil Referral Unit (PRU)? 
A. It is a specialist type of school which has a very small number of pupils who will benefit from a 
higher level of support than most schools can provide. 
 
Q. Why do some pupils attend a PRU? 
A. For many different reasons, there are times when children and young people need much more 
care and support than their school can reasonably be expected to provide. They often have very 
particular educational needs and a specialist school like Constance Bridgeman is needed to meet their 
needs. 
 
Q. What ages are the pupils at Constance Bridgeman Centre? 
A. CBC provides up to 42 places for young people aged between 14 and 16. 
 
Q. Is Constance Bridgeman Centre the only PRU in Redbridge? 
A. No. There are three other PRU’s in Redbridge. The Redbridge Alternative Provision PRU (known as 
RAP) is in Barkingside. There is also a Year 11 PRU based at Hainault Youth Centre and there is a 
specialist ‘Innovation Hub’ within Beal High School. 
 
Q. Where is the Constance Bridgeman Centre PRU at the moment? 
A. It is based on the site of New City College in Chadwell Heath Lane, next to Atam Academy. 
 
Q. Do the pupils attending CBC live in the local area where it is based? 
A. No. Pupils who attend the PRU come from all parts of Redbridge. 
 
Q. Do pupils from our local Loxford community ever attend a PRU? 
A. Yes. Pupils come from all over Redbridge and while the numbers change each year, there are 
young people from the local community who are supported through one of the PRU’s in Redbridge. 
 
The Proposal to Move Constance Bridgeman Centre PRU 
 
Q. What is the Council proposing? 
A. The Council is proposing transferring the CBC PRU from its site at New City College to the Loxford 
Youth Centre, on Loxford Lane in Ilford. 
 
Q. Why is the Council proposing to move it? 
A. The CBC PRU’s lease expires on 2 July 2021 and will not be renewed. The Council must provide 
the PRU as it is statutory so it must move it to a different site. 
 
Q. Why is the Council consulting now? 
A. Officers have been searching for new accommodation for the CBC PRU since last year. As the 
current lease ends in July the Council must identify an alternative site so that the PRU is relocated for 
the start of the next academic year in September 2021. 
 
Q. Why has Loxford Youth centre been selected at a possible site for the re-located PRU? 
A. The site is appropriately located in a non-town centre location, but with good public transport 
links. Both factors have been specified as prerequisites in determining site selection, due to the 
vulnerability of the students and the fact that the PRU serves pupils from across the entire Borough. 
 
 



Q. When would the PRU move to Loxford if the relocation proposal is implemented? 
A. 1 September 2021 at the start of the academic year for the PRU. 
 
Reasons for Proposing to Move it to Loxford 
 
Q. Why can’t we move the PRU somewhere else rather than Loxford? 
A. We looked at fifteen different possible sites for relocating CBC. We reviewed them all and looked 
at the three best options in considerable detail. Loxford Youth Centre is the best of the options for a 
number of different reasons. 
 
Q. Why were some sites less suitable than Loxford? 
A. To meet pupils needs we needed to consider things like teaching spaces, transport links, facilities, 
and size. The sites we discounted were either unsuitable or inappropriate for using as a specialist 
school. 
 
Q. Could the CBC PRU have been put in the same place as one of the other PRU’s? 
A. No. The other PRU sites at Hainault and Barkingside are not big enough to also base the CBC PRU 
there. 
 
Effect this will have on Loxford Youth Centre Service Users 
 
Q. What services are currently situated at Loxford Youth Centre? 
A. The site is used by the First Step Pre-school during the day and there are a range of different 
users/hirers of the Youth Centre in the evenings. 
 
Q. Are there youth services at Loxford Youth Centre? 
A. Recently there having been two sessions per week in the evenings offering access to local young 
people. 
 
Q. What will happen to the youth sessions? 
A. The existing sessions would continue. Then from September the Council will increase the number 
of sessions for young people youth service from September 2021 (once facilities are upgraded). 
 
Q. If the CBC PRU moves to Loxford Youth Centre, will there be any benefit to youth 
services? 
A. Yes. There would be a range of improved facilities to support the PRU and these would then be 
available for youth services in evenings and at weekends. The improved facilities for youth service 
use would include: upgrading the kitchen area, new computers and IT facilities, new SMART TV’s, 
new furniture such as sofas and chairs and upgrading the music/recording studio facilities. 
 
Q. Will young people get a chance to feedback on what they might need in an improved 
youth offer? 
A. Yes. We will be asking for young people’s views and suggestions through Redbridge’s Youth 
Cabinet members. 
 
Q. Will a PRU and youth services sharing the same building work effectively together? 
A. We are confident that it will work well. We already run successful shared PRU and youth centre 
provisions at both Hainault and Barkingside. 
 
Q. What will happen to the Community sessions that happen in the evenings? 
A. The community sessions would continue to operate out of the building in the evenings.  
 
Q. What will happen to the Community sessions that happen during the afternoon? 
A. Any community sessions that operated during the school day will be offered the option to transfer 
to other facilities operated by Vision RCL, with the current booking rates being honoured. 
 
 



Q. What will happen to the pre-school based at the Youth Centre?  
A. We are working with the pre-school to explore suitable alternative accommodation options. 
 
Q. Is the Council still considering moving the pre-school to Loxford Park Pavilion? 
A. No. The Council is liaising with the pre-school to explore the scope to find alternative 
accommodation on an existing school site. 
 
Q. When would the pre-school have to vacate Loxford Youth Centre?  
A. The pre-school usage of the Loxford Youth Centre would end on 25 July 2021, to allow sufficient 
time for works over the summer holiday period. 
 
Q. Why can’t we move the just move the PRU somewhere else rather than move the pre-
school? 
A. The Council must move the PRU as the lease for its current premises ends in July. It is a statutory 
provision so the Council must find an alternative site for it. Having looked at the other possible sites, 
the Loxford site is the most suitable for providing specialist education. 
 
Q. If the pre-school does not find an alternative site in the local area, will that mean 
there are no pre-school places for local children? 
A. No. We know there are enough places in other pre-schools in the area. However, the Council will 
support the current pre-school to find an alternative site if it possibly can. 
 
Q. Who has to pay the cost of any moves and the changes that will be needed to the 
building? 
A. The Council’s education funding will meet the cost of moving the PRU and the costs of improving 
the Youth Centre building. As the pre-school is a privately-owned business, the costs of any move 
would be a matter for the pre-school provider. 
 
The Consultation Process 
 
Q. Why are we having this consultation at all? 
A. Redbridge Council would like to know what the community thinks about this proposal so that it can 
understand and consider residents views and any concerns they may have. 
 
Q. How long will the consultation last? 
A. The consultation opens on Tuesday 11th May 2021 until Tuesday 15th June 2021. 
 
Q. How can I tell the Council what I think about the proposals? 
A. There are several ways to respond to the consultation. You can respond online, you can send in 
your views and you can attend one of the public meetings to discuss the proposal. 
 
Q. How can I respond online? 
A. You can send in your views online at the Council’s website at 
https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/ You can also complete the consultation response form and 
email it to send.commissioning@redbridge.gov.uk 
 
Q. How can I respond in writing? 
A. You can write to us or you can print and send the consultation response form to: 

SEND Commissioning, 
The Constance Bridgeman Centre, 

East Wing, 
NCC Redbridge Campus, 

Chadwell Heath Lane, 
Romford, RM6 4XT 

 
 
 



Q. Will I get the chance to discuss this with the Council? 
A. Yes. There will be two online public consultation events. The first will be on Wednesday 19 May at 
6:30pm and second will be on Thursday 27 May 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
Q. How can I find out how to join the online public consultation meetings? 
A. There will be a link to the public consultation meetings in the consultation pack. You will also find 
the link and instructions on the Council website and the details will also be available through the 
Council’s social media channels. 
 
Q. Will there be face-to-face public consultation meetings? 
A. Unfortunately the social distancing regulations mean that we cannot yet arrange face to face 
consultation meetings. At the online meetings, you will receive a very short presentation by 
Redbridge Council officers followed by the opportunity to ask questions and/or provide direct 
feedback. 
 
Q. How can residents who have English as an Additional Language get information about 
the consultation? 
A. We have produced a short summary video about the consultation in a range of other languages 
and will publicise them on the Council website and through Council social media. We will also have 
staff available to assist with translation and interpretation for the online public consultation meetings. 
Residents will also be able to request a copy of the consultation documents in other languages 
through an invite to do so which will be published in a variety of other languages on the Council 
website. 
 
Q. What happens after the consultation? 
A. At the end of the consultation period, the officers will collate all of the feedback and report that to 
the Council Cabinet. The Council Cabinet will then consider that feedback and take any decisions in 
July 2021. 
 
Q. How will we know what the feedback is and what the Council will decide to do next? 
A. The feedback from the consultation process will be published on the Council website. The report to 
Cabinet following the consultation will also be published on the Council website. 
 
 
 
 


