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Statutory Proposal to enlarge the capacity of The New Rush Hall School 
 
Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, 
as amended by the Education Act 2011, and the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations 
to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2013 that the London Borough of Redbridge 
intends to make a prescribed alteration to The New Rush Hall School, Fencepiece Road, 
Hainault, Ilford, Essex, IG6 2LB, with effect from 1 September 2020. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Name and address of Local Authority publishing the proposal: 
 

London Borough of Redbridge, Lynton House, 255-259 High Road, Ilford IG1 1NN 
 
Name, address and category of school that is the subject of the proposal: 
 

The New Rush Hall School (Community Special), Fencepiece Road, Hainault, Ilford, 
Essex, IG6 2LB 

 
Contact details during statutory representation period: 
 

This is a four week consultation, which begins on Monday 4 November 2019 and 
concludes at midday on Monday 2 December 2019. Any person may object to or 
make comments on the proposals by sending representations to:  

 
SEND Commissioning, London Borough of Redbridge, 91 Ray Lodge Road, 
Woodford Green, London IG8 7PG 

 
Email: send.commissioning@redbridge.gov.uk 

 
Web: https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/ 

 
Description of alteration and evidence of demand 
 
It is proposed to enlarge the formal capacity of The New Rush Hall School from 64 places to 
80 places, effective from 1 September 2020. In line with the present remit of the school, 
these places would be for pupils with Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs. 
These additional places would be evenly split across Key Stage 1 (8 places) and Key Stage 
2 (8 places). As this represents an expansion of the existing provision model at New Rush 
Hall, arrangements for admissions to places at the school will not be altered by this proposal. 

Children’s Services 
Lynton House, 
255-259 High Road, Ilford 
Essex, IG1 1NN 



 
This proposal has been formed in response to a growing demand for such places in the local 
area. Since the introduction of the Children and Families Act 2014, the number of Redbridge 
resident pupils with a Statement or EHCP has risen by approximately 35%, broadly in line 
with the national average. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the SEND pupil population will 
continue to grow, with a 16.5% (or 153-place) increase in primary and a 33.7% (248-place) 
increase in secondary demand forecast 2019-2025. A sizeable amount of this forecast 
increase (46 places) is anticipated to be associated specifically with SEMH. Naturally, such 
pupil growth has resulted in the need for additional provision to accommodate the shifting 
profile of need, which has only partially been achievable within the bounds of the extant 
infrastructure. 
 
As a consequence of this rising demand, the London Borough of Redbridge undertook a 
High Needs Review, which recommended the creation of 140 new school places for pupils 
with SEND, over the period 2018-2023. The current proposal, therefore, forms part of a 
borough-wide expansion programme, aimed at providing sufficient SEND school places to 
meet the current and projected future levels of demand. If approved, this proposal would 
provide 16 additional primary places within Redbridge, which would help to bridge the gap 
between the supply of and demand for school places, in combination with a number of other 
such proposals. 
 
It is worth noting that, separately from the current proposal, the Piccolo provision at New 
Rush Hall is scheduled to close by 31 August 2020. This provision consists of 12 part-time 
places for Key Stage 1 pupils with SEMH, who presently remain on roll at their host 
mainstream school, attending mainstream classes part-time as well. Should the proposal to 
enlarge the capacity of New Rush Hall be approved, it would be expected that one of the 8-
place classes thereby generated could be used to host any children displaced by the closure 
of The Piccolo, where it would be most appropriate to their needs for them to be hosted in 
dedicated specialist provision full-time. 
 
Objectives:  
 
The proposed enlargement of the capacity of The New Rush Hall School has the following 
objectives at its core: 

1. To support the London Borough of Redbridge in delivering against its role in 
providing sufficient school places to meet local demand. These 16 additional SEMH 
places will meet the needs of a key SEND growth area. 

2. To promote parental preference and improve educational outcomes through the 
expansion of Ofsted-rated ‘Outstanding’ specialist provision. 

 
Effect on other Educational Institutions 
 
As mentioned above, there is an increasing demand for SEMH places within Redbridge. As 
this is the only dedicated SEMH special school in Redbridge, it is not anticipated that the 
provision will have a significant impact on other institutions within the local area. Rather, if 
implemented, it is expected that the proposed new provision would relieve some of the 
pressure on places forecast to make its way through the system in the coming years. 
 
Project Costs  
 
It is not anticipated that this increase in the number of places offered at the school will 
require capital works, as two classrooms presently used for the part-time Piccolo provision 
will be able to be repurposed for use as classrooms for full-time students. As such, there are 
no capital costs associated with this enlargement of the school’s capacity. 
 



The increase in the number of places offered at New Rush Hall will support long-term value 
for money, by providing additional local SEND provision for the Borough’s pupils, thereby 
reducing the need to unduly rely on more costly placements out-of-Borough and/or in the 
non-maintained sector. 
 
Implementation Plan  
 
The London Borough of Redbridge has complied with all applicable statutory requirements in 
connection with this proposal. At the conclusion of the Notice period, if permission is granted 
by the Cabinet, the London Borough of Redbridge will implement the proposal. 
 
If approved, the plan is to formally expand the school in September 2020. The additional 
places would be evenly split across Key Stage 1 (8 places) and Key Stage 2 (8 places). As 
the new Key Stage 1 class is, in part, intended to replace the Piccolo provision currently 
located at New Rush Hall, it is expected that this will fill immediately. In contrast, as the Key 
Stage 2 class represents entirely new provision, it is anticipated that it will fill more gradually, 
in line with increasing demand for this service and as appropriate need is identified. 
Admission is by agreement with the Special Educational Needs Team of Redbridge Council. 
All children who are offered places will have, or be about to receive, an Education, Health 
and Care Plan. 
 
Publication Date: 4 November 2019 


