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Statutory Proposal to remove the Physical Disability Additionally Resourced 
Provision at Seven Kings School 

 
Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, 
as amended by the Education Act 2011, and the School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations 
to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2013 that the London Borough of Redbridge 
intends to make a prescribed alteration to Seven Kings School, Ley Street, Ilford, Essex, IG2 
7BT, with effect from 31 August 2020. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Name and address of Local Authority publishing the proposal: 
 

London Borough of Redbridge, Lynton House, 255-259 High Road, Ilford IG1 1NN 
 
Name, address and category of school that is the subject of the proposal: 
 

Seven Kings School (Community), Ley Street, Ilford, Essex, IG2 7BT 
 
Contact details during statutory representation period: 
 

This consultation begins on Monday 2 December 2019 and concludes on Friday 17 
January 2020. Any person may object to or make comments on the proposals by 
sending representations to:  

 
SEND Commissioning, London Borough of Redbridge, 91 Ray Lodge Road, 
Woodford Green, London IG8 7PG 

 
Email: send.commissioning@redbridge.gov.uk 

 
Web: https://engagement.redbridge.gov.uk/ 

 
Description of alteration and associated pattern of demand 
 
The London Borough of Redbridge is proposing to remove the Physical Disability 
Additionally Resourced Provision (ARP) at Seven Kings School. This facility currently 
provides 15 full-time places across Year 7 to Year 13, for students with physical disabilities. 
It is proposed that admission to this provision be ceased from 31 August 2020. Thereafter, 
all students currently registered at the provision will continue to be registered until they leave 
the school, but no further students will be so registered. 
 

Children’s Services 
Lynton House, 
255-259 High Road, Ilford 
Essex, IG1 1NN 



This proposal has been formed in response to changing pattern of demand for Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) places in the local area. Since the introduction of 
the Children and Families Act 2014, the number of Redbridge resident pupils with a 
Statement or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) has risen by approximately 35%, 
broadly in line with the national average. This rising demand, together with the attendant 
budgetary pressures, has generated the need for a reconsideration of how Redbridge best 
caters for the needs of its SEND population, resulting in Redbridge delivering its High Needs 
Review in 2018. A key recommendation of the Review was that mainstream secondary 
schools should be supported to make adaptations to meet the needs of pupils with physical 
disabilities, in order that young people were able to attend their local secondary school, 
wherever possible. The associated expectation was that this would be accompanied by a 
phasing out of the specialist unit at Seven Kings, as demand for this facility reduced, in 
accordance with the increased provision made across the Borough. This shift in the form of 
provision is expected both to make learning more accessible to learners with physical 
disabilities, whilst also being more cost and time effective, in terms of home-to-school 
transport. In this respect, it is worth noting that the aspiration to provide for SEND pupils in 
their local mainstream settings was a principle that generated particularly strong support 
from parents, when consultation on the Review’s proposals was undertaken in July 2018. 
 
In line with the ambitions of the High Needs Review, the London Borough of Redbridge has 
engaged with six secondary schools, with a broad geographical spread across the Borough, 
and has agreed a package of investment to make adaptations at each school, to make them 
accessible for pupils with physical disabilities. This package of work is scheduled to be 
delivered over the course of the 2019/20 academic year and, thus, it is not expected that 
there will be a need for admission to a specialist unit from 31 August 2020. 
 
Objectives:  
 
The proposed removal of the Physical Disability ARP at Seven Kings School has the 
following objectives at its core: 

1. To broaden the Local Offer by replacing this provision with a model within which 
young people with physical disabilities are enabled to attend a school that is local to 
their home. 

2. To promote parental preference, which (as set out above) clearly supports provision 
for children with SEND in their local mainstream settings. 

3. To provide a more cost effective model, whereby the home-to-school transport costs 
for young people with SEND are effectively reduced. 

 
Effect on other Educational Institutions 
 
As mentioned above, it is anticipated that the need type currently accommodated at Seven 
Kings’ Physical Disability ARP will be provided for within a broader range of mainstream 
secondary schools, spread across the Borough. As such, it is to be expected that, if 
implemented, this proposal will result in a small increase in demand for places, spread 
across the mainstream sector in Redbridge. 
 
Project Costs  
 
It is not anticipated that there will be any capital costs associated with the closure of the 
Physical Disability ARP. Whilst there are costs associated with the accessibility adaptations 
to the other mainstream secondaries (totalling approximately £150,000), this is part of a 
wider project to create new SEND places within the Borough and these costs will ultimately 
be offset by the anticipated revenue savings. 
 



The wider proposals support long-term value for money, by providing a broader range of 
appropriately resourced, local SEND provision within the Borough’s mainstream 
secondaries, which is anticipated to be more cost effective than the present arrangements, 
which amount to approximately £179,000 per annum. 
 
Implementation Plan  
 
The London Borough of Redbridge has complied with all applicable statutory requirements in 
connection with this proposal. At the conclusion of the Notice period, if permission is granted 
by the Cabinet, the London Borough of Redbridge will implement the proposal. 
 
If approved, the plan is to formally cease admission to the Seven Kings Physical Disability 
ARP from 31 August 2020. Thereafter, all students currently registered at the provision will 
continue to be registered until they leave the school, but no further students will be so 
registered. As such, it is expected that, at the latest, the ARP should fully cease operation on 
31 August 2026 (i.e. the date at which a student starting in Year 7 in the 2019/20 academic 
year could feasibly last leave the school). 
 
Publication Date: 2 December 2019 


