
Gants Hill Community Hub FAQs 

Does the Council own the site for the community hub? 
Yes, the Council owns Gants Hill library that will be the site for the community hub with services and 
a new library 

Are you closing Gants Hill Library down?  
No, we will not. A new state-of- the-art modern library facility will be part of the community hub 
with other services 

Will you demolish Gants Hill library? 

There are no agreed design proposals for the Gants Hill library until we have consulted with 
residents and neighbourhoods within the locality. The Gants Hill library could be refurbished, 
extended or re-developed depending on the scope of services to be included in the hub and the 
amount of space needed. 

What will happen to heritage features of Gants Hill library if demolished? 

If the outcome of the design brief is to be re-development, careful consideration will be taken, 
alongside planning policy with heritage features of the library and the design will seek to retain main 
features or incorporate within new design to retain the historic relevance of the library. The design 
proposals will have continuous engagement with residents and the community. All community hubs 
in Redbridge will need to be co-designed and community led. 

Will there be a new library of the same size and offering same services in Gants Hill?  
Yes, there will be a better library with more services then now. 

Will the new library be open for the same hours as it is now? 
Depending on what residents choose, it could mean that the library opens for longer. 

Will the new hub have any community space that we can rent for events? 
This is an opportunity for the residents to say what services and activities they would like in the hub. 
i.e there could be a flexible community space for hire. 

Will there be a reduction in car parking spaces in the car park?  
The car-park is a re-development site for new housing through Redbridge Development company. 
The design team will work out how much public parking there will be for the community hub and 
new housing.  

What will happen to the library during construction? 
If any construction needs to take place, this will either be done as a phased build, or a temporary 
location for the library would be found in close proximity to the current one. 

Will you keep the existing building? 
This depends what resident consultations reveal and what the residents want. This will inform the 
design brief 

Is the existing building listed – if so, what is its status? 
Yes, this is a locally listed building. Any changes and demolition would need to have residents’ 
involvement before anything can happen. 

Why not just leave Gants Hill Library alone? Are there any problems with it right now? 



As the council’s grant funding is cut further by central Government it could mean that facilities such 
as this may need to be closed. Future proofing the currently library and other services, 
accommodated in a community hub to save time and money for our residents is vital if we are to 
secure the future of the library. 

How many new homes are you proposing? 
There are no confirmed numbers as yet. The design team are working on different options for the 
site that will benefit new and existing residents with number of homes and designing a sustainable 
environment. Designs options with the new housing will be consulted on with residents 

Is this an appropriate location for new homes? 
The locations we are proposing Community Hubs, like at Gants Hill are close to public transport links 
which is vital for any new housing sites. 

Will there be any commercial space for small/local businesses? 
This will be open for consultation with residents, but we envisage space will primarily be available 
for services rather than business. 

Will the proposed space for local police teams be a contact point for the public too? 
If the police and residents want this, we will make this available for police-public contact. 

How much will this hub cost and will local taxpayers cough up the money for it? 
As there are no current plans, we are unable to estimate costs but it is envisaged that any new 
homes will help pay for the build. 

When will you submit a planning application? 
Once outline designs are consulted on then detailed designs will be submitted to Planning. 

How long will construction last? 
This will depend on when the Hub is designed and will depend on the complexity and nature of the 
build. 

Will the current garden be built over? Will there be any open space? 
This is open to resident consultation; green space is important to Redbridge Council so we would 
look at keeping as much green and garden space as possible in any new Community Hub. 

What will happen to the traffic light crossing in front of the library now? 
Any safety crossings in an around any Community Hub will remain or relocated very close to sites 
depending on requirements. 

 

 


